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Abstract

This paper examines the contribution of the Hizmet Movement for peace through
education in West Africa and its influence in promoting societal transformation and
value-based education. With an ethic of tolerance, dialogue, and altruism, the Hizmet
Movement has built schools and community programmes that unite peoples of different
ethnicities and religious backgrounds throughout the area. Drawing on secondary sources
and content, this qualitative, research-based, descriptive study analyzes the means by
which the movement’s educational institutions, university and religious-elementary
schools, combine academic excellence with moral growth, thereby fostering social- and
self-responsible citizens. The philosophy of the movement focuses on education as a tool
for intellectual empowerment and peacebuilding. In addition to formal education, the
movement conducts community development projects, vocational training and health
programs developing a model of upliftment of society. Training of teachers, good
teacher-pupil relationship, and parental involvement further reinforce this integrative
approach that fosters empathic, inclusive, and potentially collaborative environments.
The research also emphasizes that building alliances—national and international—
increases the movement’s peace-oriented objectives. Such partnerships help connect and
inspire communities, offering sustainability and greater resistance to socio-political
turmoil that might arise. Impact evaluations show that Hizmet alumni are often active in
civic leadership and conflict resolution, a testament to the movement’s long-term role in
building peace. The movement is under political threat, especially since the events in
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Turkey in 2016, but its educational impact in West Africa is already significant. The
article argues that West Africa's Hizmet Movement provides an illustrative case of the
ways in which a global educational philosophy underpinned by universal values can
positively impact social cohesion and conflict resolution. The results indicate that
education works as mechanisms of enhancing ethics and participation among culturally
diverse and historically complex societies.

Keywords: Hizmet Movement, Value-Based Learning, Societal Transformation,
Intercultural Dialogue, Community Development, Moral Growth, Conflict
Resolution

1. Introduction

The pursuit of peace through education has garnered increasing attention across diverse
sociopolitical landscapes. In West Africa, the Hizmet Movement emerges as a notable
player in this complex narrative, fostering educational initiatives that align with
principles of tolerance, inclusivity, and coexistence. This semblance of educational
philosophy seeks to mitigate ethnic and religious divisions through programs that
emphasize shared human values. Within the region, where conflicts have historically
stemmed from cultural and ideological differences, the Hizmet Movement attempts to
bridge these divides by promoting dialogue and understanding among various
communities. The Hizmet Movement advocates for a robust educational framework
grounded in academic excellence and moral education. Its mission is underscored by the
belief that education serves as a powerful tool for personal and social transformation. In
West Africa, the establishment of schools, universities, and literacy programs under the
Hizmet banner has not only focused on academic instruction but has also integrated
teachings that foster mutual respect and peaceful coexistence. This dual approach
empowers individuals with both intellectual competencies and ethical frameworks
necessary for navigating a world fraught with conflict (Weller, 2022).

Within the context of West Africa, this movement underscores the vital role education
plays in addressing sociopolitical challenges and cultivating harmonious coexistence
among diverse ethnic and religious groups. Historically, West Africa has grappled with
various forms of conflict, often rooted in a lack of understanding and communication
among different communities. The Hizmet Movement’s approach seeks to mitigate these
issues through a framework that encourages dialogue, respect for differences, and a
collective investment in the welfare of society. Through a network of schools, the Hizmet
Movement promotes an educational philosophy that prioritizes character-building
alongside academic excellence. These institutions are not merely places of learning; they
serve as platforms for cultivating critical thinking, empathy, and active citizenship. Key
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features of the curriculum include principles of peace education, which emphasize
conflict resolution, negotiation skills, and an appreciation for cultural diversity. By
equipping students with these essential competencies, the Hizmet Movement aims to
nurture a generation of individuals who are not only academically proficient but also
socially responsible and capable of contributing to the broader goals of peace and
reconciliation in their communities (Angey, 2022).

The grassroots nature of the Hizmet Movement fosters local engagement, where
community members take part in the governance and operational aspects of these
educational institutions. This participatory approach not only enhances the credibility of
the schools but also strengthens ties within the community, as families, educators, and
local leaders collaborate in serving shared aspirations. The widespread impact of the
Hizmet Movement in West Africa serves as a case study on the potential of education to
serve as a powerful tool for social change, illustrating how knowledge, values, and skills
can transform societies marked by discord into ones characterized by understanding and
collaboration. In this respect, the movement epitomizes a paradigm shift, advocating for a
peaceful coexistence through education that transcends cultural and ideological divides.

This paper provides a foundation for understanding how both education and the socio-
political context of West Africa interplay in the quest for peace. It raises pertinent
questions regarding the efficacy and sustainability of the Hizmet Movement's educational
contributions. As the region continues to face challenges such as poverty, extremism, and
political instability, the role of education as an agent for peace becomes increasingly
critical. Looking ahead, the intricacies of these educational programs, their engagement
with local communities, and their impact on fostering a culture of peace is examined in
detail, offering insights into how education can serve as a bulwark against division and a
pathway to harmony in a diverse society.

1.1 Methodology

The methodology for this case study is grounded in a qualitative research design, chosen
for its strengths in capturing the complexity and depth of human experiences within the
context of the Hizmet Movement in West Africa. This approach affords researchers the
opportunity to explore nuanced understandings of how education initiatives contribute to
the promotion of peace within communities influenced by this movement. By engaging
with participants' perspectives through interviews and focus groups, the research is
positioned to capture the richness of qualitative data, offering insights into the lived
experiences of educators, students, and community members.

In terms of data collection, the study employs secondary methods, sourcing
comprehensive existing data, which includes policy documents, reports, and academic
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literature related to the Hizmet Movement and its educational endeavors in West Africa.
This approach situates the present study within a broader scholarly context. Engaging
with pre-existing data facilitates a robust understanding of the historical and socio-
political landscape in which the Hizmet educational initiatives operate. Rigorous criteria
for inclusion ensure that the selected materials are relevant, credible, and reflective of the
movement's impacts on educational performance and community cohesion.

The analysis of data is conducted through content analysis, focusing on identifying
themes, patterns, and trends that emerge from the collected sources. By systematically
coding textual data to capture essential concepts related to education and peacebuilding,
the analysis reveals the interconnectedness of these elements and illustrates the unique
contributions of the Hizmet Movement to fostering educational environments conducive
to peace. Content analysis not only aids in distilling the core messages from the data but
also enhances the understanding of how these educational practices align with the
principles of peace and coexistence. This methodical approach ensures that the findings
are both rigorous and reflective of the complexities inherent in the interplay between
education and peace, thus contributing valuable insights to the broader discourse on
social change in West Africa.

2. Historical Background of the Hizmet Movement

The Hizmet Movement emerged in Turkey during the late 20th century, at a time marked
by societal upheaval and a pressing need for reform in various sectors, including
education, social relations, and interfaith dialogue. A prominent Islamic scholar and
cleric sought to promote a vision of Islam that harmonized with contemporary values,
advocating for science, human rights, and education while emphasizing tolerance and
mutual respect among diverse communities. His teachings informed a grassroots
movement that began with a network of volunteers dedicated to establishing schools,
charities, and cultural initiatives, laying the foundation for a well-organized and
transnational community of followers who shared a commitment to these principles
(Chedia, 2023).

The Hizmet Movement has rapidly expanded beyond Turkey’s borders since the 1990s,
particularly in West Africa, where it found fertile ground for its ideals of peace,
education, and interfaith dialogue. In countries such as Nigeria, Ghana, and Senegal, the
movement established a range of educational institutions that aimed not only to deliver
high-quality education but also to instill values of civic responsibility, critical thinking,
and ethical leadership in students. These institutions, often characterized by their
inclusive curricula and focus on character development, aimed to bridge ethnic and
religious divides prevalent in the region, which have historically fueled conflict. Beyond
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education, the Hizmet Movement’s humanitarian initiatives have led to relief efforts in
times of crisis, fostering a sense of community and collaboration among different groups,
irrespective of their backgrounds (Dreher, 2016).

The movement’s historical trajectory is also marked by its responses to political
dynamics, particularly in Turkey, where it faced significant challenges and opposition.
The evolving nature of these political landscapes has shaped the movement’s strategies
for expansion and engagement. In West Africa, this historical context reinforced the need
for resilience and adaptability, as the Hizmet Movement cultivated relationships with
local communities, governments, and international organizations to further its mission of
education for peace. Thus, understanding the historical background of the Hizmet
Movement highlights its foundational principles of education, tolerance, and community
engagement, as well as its ongoing efforts to foster peace and understanding across
diverse cultural landscapes (Dohrn, 2014).

2.1. Founding Principles

The Hizmet Movement is deeply rooted in a set of founding principles that emphasize
education, dialogue, and mutual respect. These principles are reflective of the teachings
of a Turkish cleric whose vision is integral to the movement’s ethos. At the heart of
Hizmet’s philosophy lies the belief that education is a fundamental tool for achieving
peace and social harmony. This conviction manifests in a commitment to establishing
high-quality educational institutions, spanning from primary schools to universities, that
foster critical thinking, scientific inquiry, and ethical values. By prioritizing educational
outreach, the movement seeks to promote literacy and academic excellence in diverse
communities, particularly in regions where such opportunities may be limited (Atay,
2019).

Another cornerstone of the Hizmet movement’s founding principles is the promotion of
intercultural and interfaith dialogue. Hizmet advocates for the idea that understanding and
tolerance can emerge from meaningful conversations between people of different
backgrounds. To this end, the movement organizes forums, symposiums, and community
service projects designed to bring individuals from varying ethnicities and religions
together, fostering an environment where shared values can be explored and appreciated.
This emphasis on dialogue seeks to counteract prejudice and discord, aiming to cultivate
social cohesiveness and solidarity. Consequently, the Hizmet Movement positions itself
as a catalyst for peacebuilding, leveraging education and dialogue as transformative
agents in conflict-prone areas (Ansari & Parillo, 2024).

Additionally, the founding principles of Hizmet resonate with the concept of altruism,
emphasizing service to humanity. The movement encourages individuals to engage in

http://xisdxjxsu.asia VOLUME 21 ISSUE 06 JUNE 2025 203-227



http://xisdxjxsu.asia/

Journal of Xi’an Shiyou University, Natural Science Edition ISSN: 1673-064X

acts of kindness and social responsibility, which are seen as essential to personal and
communal growth. This dedication to selfless service not only reinforces the framework
of education and dialogue but also shapes the movement's philanthropic endeavors,
including disaster relief, healthcare initiatives, and poverty alleviation programs. By
aligning its activities with these foundational pillars, the Hizmet Movement aspires to
contribute positively to society, offering a model of proactive engagement that advocates
for peace and understanding through tangible actions within local and global contexts.
Thus, the founding principles are orchestrated not merely as abstract ideals but are
embodied in practical applications that promote a harmonious coexistence among diverse
populations (Kemal, 2018).

3. Theoretical Review

The theoretical review underpinning the concept of peace education encompasses a dual
focus on peace education and the role of education in conflict resolution. At its core, the
concept of peace education is rooted in the cultivation of values such as tolerance,
empathy, and respect for diversity. It goes beyond traditional curricula to embrace a
holistic approach that prepares individuals to actively participate in building peaceful
societies. Peace education, therefore, is not merely about the absence of violence; instead,
it involves promoting social justice, human rights, and environmental sustainability. By
embedding these principles into educational practices, peace education endeavors to
equip individuals with the requisite skills to navigate conflicts constructively and to foster
a culture that prioritizes dialogue over discord.

Within this framework, the movement plays a pivotal role in exemplifying how education
can serve as a catalyst for conflict resolution. This movement emphasizes the importance
of developing critical thinking and effective communication skills among learners. Such
competencies enable individuals to engage in meaningful discourse, challenge prejudices,
and reconcile differences. The movement’s educational initiatives, particularly in West
Africa, are designed to create inclusive learning environments that celebrate
multiculturalism and encourage collaborative problem-solving. By offering a space where
diverse perspectives are valued, the movement mitigates the risk of polarization and
promotes understanding among conflicting groups. Also, the integration of community
service and civic responsibility into educational programs underscores the idea that
education must be an active agent of social change, encouraging students to contribute
positively to their communities while reinforcing the principles of peace and cooperation.

3.1. Concept of Peace Education
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Peace education is fundamentally rooted in the principles of promoting understanding,
empathy, and respect among individuals and communities. This educational approach
seeks to equip learners with the knowledge, skills, and attitudes necessary to prevent
conflict and foster a culture of peace. It emphasizes the importance of addressing both the
symptoms and root causes of violence, encouraging a comprehensive examination of
social, political, and economic factors that contribute to conflict. Central to peace
education is the cultivation of critical thinking, which enables students to analyze
situations from multiple perspectives, recognize bias, and make informed decisions that
advocate for justice and equality. At its core, peace education is an interdisciplinary
endeavor, drawing from sociology, psychology, history, and ethics to create a holistic
framework for understanding human relationships. It encompasses various pedagogical
strategies, such as experiential learning, dialogue, and conflict resolution training, to
engage learners actively in the peace-building process (Danesh, 2008).

This multifaceted educational approach also highlights the importance of emotional
literacy, wherein individuals are encouraged to recognize and manage their own emotions
while developing the capacity to empathize with others. By doing so, peace education
fosters a sense of community and interconnectedness, leading to increased social
cohesion. The Hizmet Movement, particularly in the context of West Africa, exemplifies
the application of peace education principles within diverse educational settings. Through
its emphasis on moral and ethical education, the movement seeks to nurture individuals
who not only seek personal success but also strive to contribute to the welfare of their
societies. By integrating peace education within its curricula, the Hizmet Movement aims
to cultivate a generation of leaders who are equipped to garner understanding among
different cultures and faiths, effectively addressing issues of intolerance and injustice.
This approach underscores the significance of peace education as a transformative tool,
capable of reshaping attitudes and behaviors towards more harmonious coexistence and
cooperation in an increasingly interconnected world (Komatsu, 2017).

3.2. Role of Education in Conflict Resolution

Education plays a pivotal role in conflict resolution, functioning not merely as a tool for
knowledge acquisition but as a means for promoting understanding, tolerance, and social
cohesion. By fostering critical thinking and dialogue, educational initiatives can untangle
the complex web of grievances and misunderstandings that often fuel conflict. Grounded
in the transformative ideals of peace education, programs emphasize the significance of
intercultural learning and shared experiences. They encourage learners to engage with
diverse perspectives, cultivating empathy and respect. Through these experiences,
education serves as a crucible for philosophical and emotional development, equipping
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individuals with the capabilities necessary to address and mitigate conflicts in
constructive ways (Thelma, 2023).

The methodologies adopted by various educational institutions underline the importance
of collaborative problem-solving and conflict resolution skills. Programs often integrate
role-playing activities, simulations, and community engagement projects that mirror real-
world challenges, enabling students to practice negotiation and mediation in safe
environments. This experiential approach not only enhances students' comprehension of
conflict dynamics but also empowers them to envision peaceful resolutions. Furthermore,
by instilling a sense of shared identity and fostering collective responsibility, education
fosters a societal fabric that is resilient to conflict. Ultimately, the capacity of education
to nurture inclusivity and intercultural dialogue plays a crucial role in breaking the cycle
of violence and laying the groundwork for lasting peace (Dasopang, Nasution, & Lubis,
2023).

In the context of West Africa, where religious and ethnic tensions have historically given
rise to conflict, the efforts reveal the potential of education as a stabilizing force. By
championing principles of equality, justice, and mutual respect, educational programs
contribute to a climate where individuals from diverse backgrounds can coexist
harmoniously. The commitment to human values and social responsibility exemplifies
how education can be harnessed to counteract divisive ideologies and foster an ethos of
mutual understanding. Through comprehensive educational frameworks, the endeavor to
build a culture of peace that resonates deeply within communities, reinforcing the belief
that education is not merely a process of imparting knowledge but also a powerful
catalyst for conflict resolution and societal transformation (Kan & Oznacar, 2023).

4. Hizmet Movement in West Africa

The Hizmet Movement has manifested in diverse forms across West Africa, adapting to
the unique cultural, social, and educational landscapes of the region. This grassroots
movement emphasizes the importance of education, interfaith dialogue, and community
service, with a foundational belief in the transformative power of knowledge. In West
Africa, Hizmet has established a variety of educational institutions, including schools and
universities, which aim to provide quality education that transcends both ethnic and
religious divides. These schools not only promote academic excellence but also foster
values of tolerance, respect, and mutual understanding, promoting harmonious
coexistence among diverse communities (Walton, 2015).

The impact of the Hizmet Movement on local communities is significant and
multifaceted. Through educational initiatives, it addresses pressing issues such as
educational inequality and access, particularly in underserved areas. The curriculum often

http://xisdxjxsu.asia VOLUME 21 ISSUE 06 JUNE 2025 203-227



http://xisdxjxsu.asia/

Journal of Xi’an Shiyou University, Natural Science Edition ISSN: 1673-064X

integrates ethical instruction that encourages civic responsibility and critical thinking,
preparing students to become active, engaged citizens. Moreover, the movement's
commitment to humanitarian work, including healthcare initiatives and disaster relief, has
also contributed positively to community resilience and well-being. By promoting a
culture of peace and collaboration, the Hizmet Movement has also played a crucial role in
conflict resolution, often serving as a mediator in disputes within communities. Thus, the
Hizmet Movement not only enhances educational opportunities but also nurtures a
profound sense of social responsibility and community solidarity in West Africa,
ultimately contributing to the broader objective of fostering peace in a region
characterized by complexity and diversity (Walton, 2015).

4.1. The Hizmet Activities

The Hizmet Movement, founded on ideals of peace, education, and social responsibility,
has undertaken a multitude of activities in West Africa, prioritizing educational initiatives
that foster an inclusive atmosphere for learning and personal development. Central to
these endeavors is the establishment of schools, which are designed not only to provide a
high standard of academic instruction but also to imbue students with values of tolerance,
empathy, and critical thinking. These institutions are characterized by a curriculum that
blends local cultural perspectives with global knowledge frameworks, enabling students
to engage thoughtfully with the world around them. Emphasizing STEM education and
the humanities alike, the schools aim to cultivate well-rounded individuals prepared to
contribute constructively to their societies. In addition to its educational initiatives, the
Hizmet Movement is actively involved in community service projects that address
pressing local issues (Barton, 2008).

Through partnerships with local NGOs, the movement has facilitated various health and
sanitation programs, aiming to uplift marginalized populations while simultaneously
instilling a sense of civic responsibility among youth. These initiatives often include
clean water projects, health education campaigns, and the distribution of medical supplies
in underserved regions. Furthermore, workshops and seminars are organized to encourage
dialogue on conflict resolution and peaceful coexistence, harnessing the potential of
education as a tool for societal transformation. Engaging families and local leaders in
these discussions broadens the impact, allowing for a shared understanding of the
importance of peace and cooperation in fostering stability (Pandya & Gallagher, 2012).

The Hizmet Movement's commitment to interfaith dialogue and cultural exchange is also
manifest in its outreach programs. These initiatives are aimed at bridging divides across
different communities through organized events that celebrate diversity and mutual
understanding. By encouraging interactions among various ethnic and religious groups,
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the movement seeks to foster an environment where peaceful coexistence is not merely
aspirational but a tangible reality. Overall, the activities undertaken by the Hizmet
Movement in West Africa exemplify a holistic approach toward education and
community engagement, reinforcing its overarching mission of nurturing a culture of
peace and cooperation amid diversity. Through these concerted efforts, the movement
strives not only to impact individual lives but to transform societal structures, aspiring
towards a more harmonious future (Togoslu, 2008).

4.2. Impact on Local Communities

The Hizmet Movement has significantly influenced local communities in West Africa
through its emphasis on education, social development, and interfaith dialogue, all
fundamental pillars aimed at fostering peace and understanding. By establishing a
network of schools and educational institutions, the movement has not only transformed
the educational landscape but has also equipped individuals with critical thinking and
moral grounding. The impact of these initiatives can be seen in the enhancement of
literacy rates and the cultivation of a generation better prepared to engage in peaceful
civic discourse. The schools often focus on a holistic curriculum that encourages not just
academic excellence but also character development, which resonates with the
movement's broader vision of nurturing socially responsible citizens. Moreover, the
Hizmet Movement's commitment to community service has led to tangible improvements
in local welfare beyond education (Altun, 2019).

Through various outreach programs, including healthcare, disaster relief, and vocational
training initiatives, the movement addresses immediate community needs while also
fostering a culture of active participation and volunteerism among citizens. This
engagement creates a stronger communal identity, uniting diverse groups—regardless of
religious or ethnic backgrounds—in collaborative efforts towards common goals. The
emphasis on interfaith dialogue has further solidified community relations, reducing
tensions that may arise from historical divides.

However, the movement’s endeavors are often met with challenges that stem from
political sensitivities and varying local perceptions. Yet, consistently, the commitment to
non-partisan efforts in community development underscores the Hizmet Movement's
dedication to forging resilience and hope amid complex socio-political contexts. In
essence, the Hizmet Movement's multifaceted impact on local communities in West
Africa aligns closely with the overarching theme of education as a powerful tool for
peace-building. By providing accessible quality education and promoting civic
engagement, individuals are empowered, fostering a more stable society where
collaborative solutions to conflict can thrive. The cumulative effect of these initiatives
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reflects a broader mission of not merely addressing immediate concerns but instilling a
long-lasting ethos of peace and cooperation within these communities, thereby actively
contributing to a healthier societal fabric in the region (Dayan & Yildiz, 2022).

5. Hizmet Schools in West Africa

In West Africa, Hizmet schools have emerged as significant educational institutions,
reflecting the movement's commitment to fostering peace, development, and intercultural
dialogue. These schools aim not only to provide high-quality education but also to instill
values of tolerance, respect, and mutual understanding among students from diverse
backgrounds. Through innovative teaching methodologies, which prioritize critical
thinking and holistic development, Hizmet schools challenge conventional educational
paradigms while integrating local contexts into their pedagogical approaches. This
multifaceted educational environment prepares students not only academically but also
socially to navigate an increasingly globalized world (Guner, 2020).

In Nigeria, for instance, the Hizmet movement has established several schools that serve
a diverse range of ethnic and religious communities. By promoting a curriculum that
emphasizes moral and ethical education alongside academic excellence, these institutions
foster environments of inclusivity and harmony. Students are encouraged to engage in
community service projects that reinforce social responsibility, a fundamental principle
of the Hizmet philosophy. This focus on character development enhances the students'
understanding of peace and conflict resolution, equipping them with skills that are critical
in addressing the challenges of a nation marked by societal tensions.

Similarly, schools in Ghana reflect the Hizmet movement’s principles by incorporating
local culture into their educational framework while adhering to an international standard
of education. They serve as a bridge between different cultural groups, promoting
understanding and collaboration against the backdrop of Ghana's multicultural society. In
Senegal, Hizmet schools continue this mission by emphasizing bilingual education,
where both local languages and global lingua francas are taught, thereby enhancing
communication skills and fostering cross-cultural ties. Collectively, these case studies
exemplify how Hizmet schools in West Africa not only contribute to educational
advancement but also play a pivotal role in nurturing peace and social cohesion amidst
the region’s diverse cultural landscape. The convergence of educational rigor and ethical
cultivation positions these institutions as catalysts for positive societal change in West
African nations (Angey, 2022).
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Table 1: List of Hizmet Schools in West Africa

Country

Estimated Hizmet Schools

Nigeria

17

Ghana

3-5

Senegal

NN

Mali

Sierra Leone

Cote d’Ivoire

|
w

Gambia

Guinea

Burkina Faso

Togo

Benin

|
N

Liberia

Niger

NRFRIFRIRFPRINFRNIDNW

Source: Guner, 2020.

ISSN: 1673-064X

The table above, shows the total number of the Hizmet schools operating in the West
Africa at present. Although, the total number decreased to the presented number due to
the 2016 event that happened in Turkey, which led to the shutdown and some temporary
closure of the schools in the west Africa and some part of the world while government is
taking its investigations. Below table as well presents the total number of schools existing
in the West Africa at the pre-2016 Turkey Event:
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Table 2: Pre-2016 Hizmet Schools in West Africa

Country Approximate Number of Notes
Hizmet-Linked Schools
(Pre-2016)

Nigeria 30-40+ Strongest presence, including numerous
secondary schools & universities (e.g.,
Nigerian Turkish International Colleges -
NTIC)

Senegal 10-15 Significant number of schools, including
prestigious ones in Dakar.

Gambia 5-8 Several schools operated.

Mali 3-5 Schools present in Bamako.

Guinea 3-5 Schools operated in Conakry.

Niger 2-4 Schools present in Niamey.

Burkina 1-3 Smaller presence reported.

Faso

Ghana 1-2 Smaller presence reported.

Sierra 1-2 Smaller presence reported.

Leone

Benin 1-2 Smaller presence reported.

Togo 0-1 Minimal or no confirmed significant presence
reported.

Cape Verde | 0 No significant presence reported.

Liberia 0-1 Minimal or no confirmed significant presence
reported.

Mauritania | 0-1 Minimal presence reported, focus often more
on religious dialogue.

Ivory Coast | 5 Presence reported, including schools in
Abidjan.

Source: Surat, 2015.

6. Achievements of the Hizmet Schools’ Programmes

The Hizmet Movement, a socio-cultural initiative inspired by the teachings of Fethullah
Giilen, has made significant strides in West Africa, particularly through its diverse
educational initiatives that aim to bridge gaps in access, quality, and inclusivity. Central
to the movement's achievements is the establishment of a network of schools that
emphasize critical thinking, holistic education, and multicultural understanding. These
institutions cater to a diverse student body, often drawing from various socioeconomic
backgrounds, and contribute to a standard of education that is recognized by local
governments and international organizations alike. By integrating local curricula with
global pedagogical approaches, schools under the Hizmet umbrella foster an environment
where students not only excel academically but also develop a robust sense of social
responsibility and ethical awareness. In addition to educational endeavors, the Hizmet
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Movement has initiated numerous community development projects that address pressing
social issues such as poverty, health, and infrastructure (Tee & Shankland, 2014).

Through partnerships with local organizations and NGOs, the movement has launched
initiatives aimed at improving living conditions, promoting sustainable agricultural
practices, and delivering vital health services to underserved populations. These projects
are deeply rooted in principles of altruism and volunteerism, reflecting the Hizmet ethos
of serving humanity. Moreover, the movement’s emphasis on training and development
extends beyond traditional education; it encompasses professional development programs
for teachers and community leaders, equipping them with the skills necessary to foster
local growth and innovation. These efforts create a ripple effect, empowering individuals
to become catalysts of change within their communities. One of the noteworthy aspects
of the Hizmet Movement's success lies in the teacher-student relationships cultivated
within its educational framework (Canbolat, 2017).

By nurturing an atmosphere of mutual respect and support, educators are able to engage
students not just as learners, but as partners in a transformative journey. This dynamic
encourages open dialogue, critical inquiry, and a deep respect for diverse perspectives,
making education an inclusive and enriching experience. Consequently, the movement's
efforts in fostering such relationships have invigorated the local educational landscape,
helping to cultivate a generation of thoughtful leaders dedicated to peacebuilding and
social cohesion in West Africa. Through these combined achievements, the Hizmet
Movement exemplifies a model of education that transcends boundaries, inspiring a

collective pursuit of harmony that resonates well beyond its immediate context (Goktiirk,
2018).

6.1. Educational Initiatives

The Hizmet Movement has significantly influenced educational paradigms in West
Africa through its extensive network of schools and educational programs. These
Initiatives prioritize a holistic approach, combining academic excellence with ethical and
moral development. The schools established under the Hizmet Movement often adopt a
curriculum that emphasizes critical thinking, intercultural dialogue, and a commitment to
peace. In several countries such as Nigeria, Ghana, and Senegal, Hizmet-affiliated
institutions provide a means to bridge cultural and religious divides, offering inclusive
educational spaces that welcome students from diverse backgrounds (Chedia, 2023).

Also, the educational initiatives are characterized by an active engagement with local
communities. By collaborating with local educators and stakeholders, Hizmet schools
tailor their curricula to reflect the cultural and social realities of their surroundings. This
not only bolsters community investment in education but also fosters a sense of
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ownership and pride among local populations regarding their educational systems.
Additionally, these institutions often serve as community hubs, hosting events that
promote social cohesion and peacebuilding. Throughout West Africa, the emphasis on
languages—particularly local dialects alongside global languages—ensures that students
gain both an international perspective and an appreciation for their cultural heritage.

Hizmet’s educational initiatives also extend beyond formal schooling into various
training programs aimed at empowering teachers and parents alike. Professional
development courses are offered to educators, focusing on innovative teaching
methodologies and conflict resolution strategies that can be utilized in diverse classroom
settings. Furthermore, parental engagement initiatives promote collaborative approaches
toward children's education, enriching the educational landscape and fostering a
community-oriented approach to learning. This multi-faceted strategy not only
contributes to individual student success but also enhances social capital, essential for the
broader aim of fostering peace and unity in the region. Through these concerted
educational efforts, the Hizmet Movement emerges as a catalyst for social
transformation, aiming to lay the groundwork for a more peaceful and cooperative
society in West Africa (Ibrahim, 2016).

6.2. Community Development Projects

The Hizmet Movement has played a pivotal role in fostering community development
projects that transcend conventional educational frameworks, thereby instilling a broader
aim of societal upliftment and harmony. At the heart of these initiatives lies a
commitment to facilitate socio-economic enhancement through collaborative efforts,
engaging diverse stakeholders including local governments, non-governmental
organizations, and grassroots community members. Projects often prioritize infrastructure
development, healthcare improvement, and the creation of sustainable livelihoods,
directly targeting the pressing needs of communities in West Africa. The establishment of
vocational training centers has not only equipped individuals with essential skills for
employment but also stimulated local economies, challenging the narrative of
dependency by promoting self-sufficiency and local entrepreneurship (Celebioglu, 2024).

Moreover, the initiatives undertaken by the Hizmet Movement are characterized by an
emphasis on social cohesion and inclusivity. Often tailored to address the unique cultural
and socio-economic contexts of specific regions, these projects promote cooperative
efforts among differing ethnic and religious groups, fostering an environment of mutual
respect and understanding. Community mediation centers are another notable aspect,
where trained volunteers facilitate dialogue among conflicting parties, thereby
contributing to peaceful conflict resolution and reinforcing communal bonds. The success

http://xisdxjxsu.asia VOLUME 21 ISSUE 06 JUNE 2025 203-227



http://xisdxjxsu.asia/

Journal of Xi’an Shiyou University, Natural Science Edition ISSN: 1673-064X

of these projects can be measured not merely in terms of statistics or financial metrics but
through the qualitative transformation of communities—evident in improved
interpersonal relationships and increased community engagement in local governance
(Cicek, 2016).

In this framework, the Hizmet Movement sets a paradigm for integrated community
development that aligns educational principles with actionable community service. By
intertwining educational initiatives with practical project implementation, the movement
cultivates not only informed citizens but also proactive community members vested in the
ongoing development of their societies. This multifaceted approach reflects the
understanding that lasting peace and development stem from both knowledge
dissemination and the fostering of communal responsibility. Ultimately, through these
community development projects, the Hizmet Movement contributes significantly to the
creation of resilient societies in West Africa, embodying the core values of compassion,
cooperation, and constructive engagement.

6.3. Training and Development

The Hizmet Movement, renowned for its emphasis on education as a pathway to peace
and community development, has placed substantial focus on training and development
within its educational framework, particularly in West Africa. This initiative
encompasses a robust strategy for the professional growth of educators, involving
comprehensive training programs aimed at enhancing teaching methodologies,
pedagogical skills, and cultural competencies. By engaging local teachers through
workshops and seminars, the movement facilitates an exchange of innovative practices
that bolster their ability to cater to diverse student needs. The emphasis on experiential
learning, collaborative teaching, and continuous professional development underscores
the movement’s commitment to cultivating an educational environment that reflects the
principles of tolerance, dialogue, and mutual respect fostered by its foundational
philosophy (Keles, 2021).

Again, the training programs offered by the Hizmet Movement extend beyond the
classroom, acknowledging the integral role that community plays in the educational
process. By equipping educators with skills in conflict resolution, intercultural
communication, and community engagement, the movement ensures that teachers are not
only instructors but also active participants in fostering peaceful coexistence. This
holistic approach to training prepares educators to address the complexities inherent in
the multicultural and multi-ethnic landscapes of West Africa, empowering them to instill
a sense of social responsibility and civic engagement in their students. The resultant
effect is a network of well-trained educators who promote peace-oriented values, thereby
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contributing to a broader culture of understanding and cooperation within their
communities (Al-Mubarak, 2015).

The training and development initiatives of the Hizmet Movement in West Africa are
characterized by a dual focus on enhancing educators’ professional capacities and
fostering community engagement. This multifaceted approach ensures that educational
practices are not only effective in delivering knowledge but are also instrumental in
promoting the core tenets of peace and solidarity that the movement champions. Through
these efforts, the Hizmet Movement not only elevates educational standards but also lays
the groundwork for a more harmonious society, where education serves as a catalyst for
sustainable development and social cohesion.

6.4. Teacher-Student Relationships

In the context of the Hizmet Movement, teacher-student relationships play a pivotal role
in fostering an educational environment conducive to peace and mutual respect. The
pedagogical philosophy underpinning the movement emphasizes not merely the transfer
of knowledge but also the cultivation of character and moral integrity among students.
Teachers are seen not only as educators but as mentors who embody the ideals of
empathy, understanding, and collaborative learning. This relational dynamic is nurtured
through various methods, including one-on-one mentorship, interactive teaching
practices, and community engagement projects that involve both students and teachers in
meaningful dialogues about social issues.

A distinguishing feature of these relationships is their emphasis on emotional intelligence
and social responsibility. Teachers are trained to recognize the individual needs of their
students, encouraging a supportive atmosphere where every student feels valued and
heard. This interpersonal connection is further bolstered by a commitment to inclusivity;
irrespective of a student's background, teachers endeavor to create a sense of belonging
and instill hope. Through tailored educational approaches, the Hizmet Movement ensures
that learning is not only academically rigorous but also profoundly humanistic, thereby
nurturing students who are conscious of their role in promoting peace within their
communities.

Furthermore, the Hizmet Movement promotes collaborative projects that involve both
teachers and students working together towards common goals, such as conflict
resolution initiatives and community service activities. This collaboration not only
reinforces the bonds between educators and learners but also imparts vital life skills that
are essential for peaceful coexistence. By adopting a holistic approach to education, the
Movement seeks to cultivate not just intellectual growth but also social awareness,
encouraging students to emerge as global citizens committed to fostering peace and
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understanding in an increasingly fragmented world. Through these interactions, the
Hizmet Movement lays the groundwork for a generation that values dialogue over
discord, empathy over indifference, nurturing relationships that resonate far beyond the
confines of the classroom.

7. Hizmet Schools’ Partnerships and Collaborations for Peace

The Hizmet Movement in West Africa has been characterized by its strategic focus on
partnerships and collaborations that enhance the effectiveness of educational initiatives
and peacebuilding efforts. Local non-governmental organizations (NGOs) play a pivotal
role in this framework, providing grassroots connections and cultural insights that are
crucial for addressing the region's specific needs. By engaging with these local entities,
the Hizmet Movement not only amplifies its outreach but also fosters sustainable
community engagement. Local NGOs often assist in the identification of pressing social
issues, enabling the movement to tailor its educational programs to diverse contexts. As a
result, this collaboration builds trust and facilitates the implementation of innovative
solutions addressing challenges such as poverty, gender inequality, and conflict
resolution.

On the international stage, the Hizmet Movement has actively sought partnerships with
various organizations that share a commitment to peace and education. Collaborating
with various agencies has bolstered the movement's legitimacy and expanded its resource
base. These partnerships allow for a pooling of knowledge and experience, further
enriching the educational frameworks developed by the Hizmet Movement. Additionally,
collaboration with global organizations fosters the exchange of best practices and
introduces new pedagogical approaches that can be adapted to West African contexts.
This international network not only fortifies the movement’s mission but also helps to
create a cohesive community of advocates determined to promote values of
understanding, tolerance, and mutual respect across borders (Celik, 2017).

Ultimately, the synergy created through these partnerships not only enhances the efficacy
of educational efforts but also cultivates a sense of shared responsibility among
stakeholders. By working collaboratively, the Hizmet Movement and its partners are
better positioned to initiate transformative changes within the educational landscape of
West Africa. In doing so, they contribute to the broader vision of building a more
peaceful and integrated society, where educational opportunities are aligned with the
principles of social justice and equitable development. The interplay of local and
international collaborations illustrates the multifaceted approach adopted by the Hizmet
Movement, demonstrating how such strategies are integral to advancing its goals for
peace through education (Michel, 2014).
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8. Long-term Effects of the Hizmet Method on Peacebuilding

The long-term effects of the Hizmet Movement on peacebuilding in West Africa manifest
through a multifaceted approach, intertwining education with community engagement
and social harmony. Central to the movement's philosophy is the belief that education
cultivates not only knowledge but also moral character, fostering an ethos of empathy and
understanding. Educational initiatives, such as the establishment of schools and
community centers, have sought to create inclusive environments that encourage dialogue
among diverse ethnic and religious groups. This educational framework serves to
mitigate tensions by promoting literacy, critical thinking, and intercultural dialogue,
which are vital components in the development of a peaceful society (Arslan, 2014).

Moreover, the Hizmet Movement actively engages in community service projects that
extend beyond traditional educational settings, emphasizing social responsibility and
collective action. Through initiatives tackling issues such as poverty, health care, and
environmental sustainability, the Movement cultivates a sense of shared purpose and
collective identity among participants. Such engagement not only addresses immediate
community needs but also lays the groundwork for long-term relationships built on trust
and cooperation. By empowering individuals to contribute meaningfully to their
communities, the Hizmet Movement fortifies social bonds and encourages a culture of
peace that transcends individual grievances and historical animosities. As these
educational and social initiatives yield positive outcomes over time, they contribute to a
broader culture of peace that resonates across generations (Yilmaz, 2013).

The movement encourages participants to envision peace as an attainable goal,
motivating them to engage in dialogue and conflict resolution rather than violence.
Transformative stories of former students and community members exemplify this shift
in mindset, illustrating how the principles instilled through Hizmet's educational
philosophy can guide individuals toward being proactive peacebuilders in their own right.
Ultimately, the long-term effects on peacebuilding are evidenced in a gradual yet
profound transformation of societal attitudes, allowing for the emergence of resilient
communities capable of overcoming the legacies of conflict through mutual respect and
shared vision for a harmonious future (Yucel & Albayrak, 2015).

9. Measuring Educational Outcomes

Measuring educational outcomes within the context of the Hizmet Movement in West
Africa necessitates a multifaceted approach that assesses not only academic proficiency
but also the development of critical life skills that contribute to peacebuilding.
Educational outcomes should be evaluated through both quantitative and qualitative
metrics. Quantitative assessments could include standardized test scores that measure
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literacy, numeracy, and critical thinking skills among students. However, to capture the
full impact of educational initiatives, qualitative assessments should also be employed,
involving interviews, surveys, and participatory observations that explore students’
attitudes towards diversity, tolerance, and collaborative practices from an early age.

In addition to direct academic performance measures, educators in the Hizmet Movement
can utilize specific indicators of civic engagement and social responsibility as proxies for
educational success. These indicators may consist of students' involvement in community
service projects, participation in forums promoting human rights, or engagement in
conflict resolution initiatives. By integrating these parameters into the assessment
framework, a more comprehensive understanding of how education fosters a peace-
oriented mindset among students can emerge. This holistic evaluation also facilitates a
feedback loop for educators, enabling them to adapt teaching methodologies and
curricular content based on observed student outcomes in real-world applications.

The longitudinal impact of educational interventions implemented by the Hizmet
Movement should be acknowledged. By systematically tracking cohorts of students over
several years, researchers can glean insights into the sustainability of educational benefits
and their relationship to societal harmony. Such studies may reveal correlations between
educational achievement and reduced incidents of conflict or improved community
resilience. Ultimately, a robust model to measure educational outcomes not only assesses
academic gains but also gauges the transformative potential of education as a catalyst for
peace, thus illuminating the profound role of the Hizmet Movement in shaping a more
peaceful West Africa.

9.1. Impact Assessment

The impact of the Hizmet Movement in West Africa is multifaceted, particularly with
regard to its educational initiatives that prioritize not just academic knowledge, but also
the cultivation of values essential for peacebuilding. To assess these impacts
comprehensively, it is critical to measure educational outcomes against various
indicators. The Hizmet schools have employed a holistic approach to education, aiming
to develop critical thinking, intercultural dialogue, and conflict resolution skills in
students. Evaluations often utilize standardized tests alongside qualitative assessments,
considering students' engagement in community service and their participation in
programs promoting tolerance and inclusivity.

Such methods have shown promising results: alumni frequently credit their educational
experiences with fostering a sense of civic duty and an understanding of peaceful
coexistence among diverse ethnic and religious groups. In examining the long-term
effects of these educational outcomes on peacebuilding, the ripple effects become more
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apparent as graduates take on roles in their communities. Empirical studies indicate that
individuals who have attended Hizmet-affiliated institutions often emerge as leaders
committed to social justice and conflict reconciliation.

They are frequently involved in grassroots initiatives aimed at bridging gaps between
conflicting groups, thereby reinforcing social cohesion. Furthermore, through
collaborations with local and international organizations, many alumni leverage their
educational foundations to promote dialogue and mutual understanding, thus contributing
to enhanced stability in the region. These initiatives highlight the importance of education
not merely as a tool for personal advancement, but as a foundational element in
constructing peaceful societies. Collectively, these findings substantiate the argument that
the Hizmet Movement's educational paradigm has yielded significant dividends in
promoting peace and mitigating conflict in West Africa, a region historically fraught with
ethnic divisions and socio-political unrest.

10. Conclusion

The exploration of the Hizmet Movement in West Africa sheds light on the
transformative potential of education as a vehicle for peacebuilding. Through an intricate
tapestry of educational initiatives, community engagement, and interfaith dialogue, the
movement exemplifies how targeted educational efforts can foster not only academic
excellence but also social cohesion within diverse communities. The emphasis on moral
and ethical values in the educational curricula serves to cultivate a sense of shared
identity and mutual respect among students from various backgrounds. This approach
underscores the significance of education in nurturing an ethos of peace, emphasizing
that learning is not merely a means of intellectual development but also a crucial
component in promoting harmony and understanding in a region fraught with socio-
political tensions. In drawing conclusions from the case study, it becomes evident that the
Hizmet Movement's commitment to building schools and educational centers operates at
the intersection of individual empowerment and community resilience.

These institutions have become more than just places of learning; they serve as
incubators for positive social change. The integration of civic responsibility within the
educational framework equips students with the necessary skills to not only navigate their
personal paths but also contribute meaningfully to their communities. By promoting
peace through education, the Hizmet Movement illustrates that systematic efforts to
develop a well-rounded and peace-oriented educational framework can yield profound
implications, not only within the context of West Africa but globally. The lessons drawn
from this exploration encourage policymakers, educators, and community leaders to
recognize education as a foundational pillar in their strategies for peacebuilding. By
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investing in inclusive and values-based educational systems, there lies an opportunity to
cultivate generations that are equipped to uphold the principles of dignity, respect, and

collaboration essential for fostering sustainable peace in an ever-evolving global
landscape.
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